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Amendments to the Claims 

1 Claim 1 (currently amended): A method of handling time-sensitive messages, comprising steps 

2 of: 

3 marking a message as time-sensitive; 

4 sending the marked message to a recipien t such that when th e marked messape .> 

5 received at a computing device o f the r ec i p ient , it will automatically be rendere d to the recipient 

6 within a ti me period of the time-sensitivity «nH 

7 automatically receiving a reply from the recipient regarding the marked message within 

8 f [&]] the time period of the time-sensitivity of t he walked miaMge. 

1 Claim 2 (original): The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the marking step further 

2 comprises indicating whether snoozing is allowed by the recipient for this message. 

1 Claim 3 (original): The method according to Claim 1 , wherein the marking step further 

2 comprises indicating an ending time for the time period of the time-sensiti vity of the message. 

1 Claim 4 (original): The method according to Claim 3, wherein the marking step further 

2 comprises indicating a starting time for the time period of the time-sensitivity of the message. 

1 Claim 5 (currently amended): The method according to Claim 1 , further comprising the steps of: 

2 receiving the marked message at [[a]] the computing device of the recipient; 

3 determining whether the time period of the time-sensitivity of the received message has 
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4 been reached; and 

5 requiring the received message to be rendered to the recipient if so. 

1 Claim 6 (original): The method according to Claim 5, further comprising the step of requiring 

2 the recipient to respond to the rendered message. 

1 Claim 7 (original): A method of improving electronic communications, comprising steps of: 

2 receiving a plurality of electronic messages by a recipient to whom the electronic 

3 messages are addressed; and 

4 evaluating the received electronic messages for processing, further comprising steps of: 

5 determining whether a selected one of the received electronic messages is time- 

6 sensitive; and 

7 requiring the selected one to be rendered to the recipient if so. 

1 Claim 8 (original): The method according to Claim 7, wherein the evaluating step further 

2 comprises the step of: 

3 suppressing the requiring step unless a time period of the time-sensitivity has been 

4 reached. 

1 Claim 9 (original): The method according to Claim 7, further comprising the steps of: 

2 determining, when the selected one is time-sensitive and a time period of the time- 

3 sensitivity has been reached, whether snoozing is allowed for the selected one; and 
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4 if so, delaying the requiring step until a later time, wherein the later time is within the 

5 time period of the time-sensitivity. 

X Claim 10 (original): The method according to Claim 7, wherein the evaluating step further 

2 comprises the step of: 

3 determining, when the selected one is time-sensitive and the time period of the tirne- 

4 sensitivity has been reached, whether snoozing is allowed for the selected one; and 

5 if so, allowing the recipient to suppress the requiring step only while (1) a starting time of 

6 the time period has been reached but (2) an ending time of the time period has not been reached. 

1 Claim 1 1 (original): The method according to Claim 7, further comprising the steps of: 

2 requiring the recipient to create a response to the rendered selected one; and 



3 sending the response to a sender of the rendered selected 



1 
2 



one. 



1 Claim 1 2 (original): The method according to Claim 7, further comprising the step of 

2 determining whether processing of the rendered sel ected one is complete, and if not, 

3 remembering the rendered selected one for subsequent evaluation at a later time, wherein the 

4 later time is within the time period of the time-sensitivity. 



Claim 13 (original): The method according to Claim 7, wherein the requiring step is suppressed 
unless (1) a starting time of a time period of the time-sensitivity has been reached and (2) an 
ending time of the time period of the time-sensitivity has not been reached. 
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1 Claim 1 4 (original): The method according to Claim 7, wherein the electronic messages are e- 

2 mail messages. 

1 Claim 1 5 (original): The method according to Claim 7, wherein the electronic messages arc 

2 electronic calendar events. 

1 Claim 1 6 (original): The method according to Claim 7, wherein the electronic messages are to- 

2 do items. 

1 Claim 1 7 (original): The method according to Claim 7, further comprising the steps of: 

2 determining, when the selected one is time-sensitive and a time period of the time- 

3 sensitivity is approaching or has been reached, whether a hierarchy of event notification 

4 techniques has been defined for various intervals of time-sensitivity, and if so, selecting a 

5 noti fication technique which corresponds to an amount of time in the time period in addition to 

6 or instead of the step of requiring the selected on e to be rendered to the recipient 

1 Claim 1 8 (currently amended): A system for handling time-sensitive messages, comprising: 

2 means for marking a message as time-sensitive; 

3 means for sending me marked message to a recipien t such that when the m^ed message 

4 is received, at a computing device of the recinient i t will automatic be rendered to th^ 

5 recipient within a time period of the time-gen^yj iy; ™a 
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means for automatically receiving a reply from the recipient regarding the marked 
message within [[a]] the time period of the time-sensitivity o f thumrkul mi^c . 

Claim 19 (original): The system according to Claim 1 8, wherein the marking means further 
comprises means for indicating an ending time for the time period of the time-sensitivity of the 
message. 



Claim 20 (original): A system for improving electronic communications, comprising: 
means for receiving a plurality of electronic messages by a recipient to whom the 

3 electronic messages are addressed; 

4 means for determining whether a selected one of the received electronic messages is tfme- 

5 sensitive, and if so, whether a time period of the time-sensitivity has been reached; and 

6 means for requiring the selected one to he rendered to the recipient if so. 



Claim 21 (original): The system according to Claim 20, wherein the means f»r determining 
further comprises means for determining whether the time period of the time-sensitivity has been 
exceeded; and wherein the means for requiring is suppressed if the time period of the time- 



4 sensitivity has been exceeded. 



Claim 22 (currently amended): A computer program product for handling time-sensitive 
messages, the computer program product embodied on one or more computer readable media 



3 and comprising: 
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4 computer-readable program code means for marking a message as time-sensitive; 

5 computer-readable program code means for sending the marked message to a recipient, 

6 Such that when the marked message is re v ived at a com puting devic e of the recipienl it will 
automatically be rendered to the recipient within a time period nf the time-sensitivity - nnH 

computer-readable program code means for automatically receiving a reply from the 
recipient regarding the marked message within [fa]] the time period of the time-sensitivity ofthc 

10 marked mc&aagu 

1 Claim 23 (original): The computer program product according to Claim 22, wherein the 

2 computer-readable program code means for marking further comprises computer-readable 

3 program code means for indicating an ending time for the time period of the time-sensitivity of 

4 the message. 

1 Claim 24 (original): A computer program product for improving electronic communications, the 

2 computer program product embodied on one or more computer-readable media and comprising: 

3 computer-readable program code means for receiving a plurality of electronic messages 

4 a recipient to wbx>m we electro^^ 

5 computer-readable program code means for determining whether a selected one of the 

6 received electronic messages is time-sensitive, and if so, whether a time period of the time- 
1 sensitivity has been reached; and 

8 computer-readable program code means for requiring the selected one to be rendered to 

9 the recipient if so. 
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1 Claim 25 (Original): The computer program product according to Claim 24, wherein the 

2 computer-readable program code means for determining further comprises computer-readable 

3 program code means for determining whether the time period of the time-sensitivity has been 

4 exceeded; and wherein the computer-readable program code means for requiring is suppressed if 

5 the time period of the time-sensitivity has been exceeded. 
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